a cessation of all vital function, yet the natural termination seems to be effusion, and every instance in which it does not occur, we consider merely illustrative of the fact, that the phlogistic excitement, in such cases, has been so active and so rapid as to destroy life before the arrival of the last stage. * " Hydrocephalus presents itself under two forms ; the acute and chronic. In the acute, which is the more frequent, it commonly lasts from seven to twenty-eight days; in the chronic, from one to six months. This is the usual duration of the complaint, as far as my experience goes; but as in the latter form it may occasionally be protracted to one, two, three, or even sixteen years, so, in the former it may run its course in three or five days." 434.
The acute variety has been usually divided into three stages, but Dr. Mills confines himself to two ; and, as his arrangement is more simple, and perhaps as useful, we cannot err far in permitting this division.
In the first stage appear languor, lassitude, dullness and pain, vertigo, or heaviness of head. The eyes are inexpressive, or intolerant of light; the ideas are confused ;?the temper becomes fretful; there is a disposition to retirement, and a disinclination from business;?the stomach is irritable, occasioning nausea, retching, and vomiting;?the tongue is generally moist, but sometimes dry ;? the skin is dry and hot, sometimes sallow and cool;?the urine is light coloured, especially when the skin is dry -when perspiring, it is red and often turbid; ??the bowels are constipated, and the pulse varies in strength and frequency, being sometimes strong and quick, at others, weak and slow.
In the second stage of disease the balance of the mind is lost, languor and lassitude yielding to stupor and delirium;?the head-symptoms become more marked and severe;?'the pain is often excruciating, causing the As to blood-letting, both the quantity taken, and the mode of taking it, must depend on circumstances ;?in very young subjects, leeches will be most applicable ; but if the patient be of an age at which the lancet can be used, general depletion will be highly serviceable in conjunction with leeches, or cupping. Dr 
